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(3) When the proposed settlement 
converts into a mandatory duty the 
otherwise discretionary authority of a 
department or agency to promulgate, 
revise, or rescind regulations; 

(4) When the proposed settlement 
commits a department or agency to ex-
pend funds that Congress has not ap-
propriated and that have not been 
budgeted for the action in question, or 
commits a department or agency to 
seek particular appropriation or budget 
authorization; or 

(5) When the proposed settlement 
otherwise limits the discretion of a de-
partment or agency to make policy or 
managerial decisions committed to the 
department or agency by Congress or 
by the Constitution. 

[Order No. 1958–95, 60 FR 15674, Mar. 27, 1995, 
as amended by Order No. 3001–2008, 73 FR 
54947, Sept. 24, 2008] 

§ 0.161 Acceptance of certain offers by 
the Deputy Attorney General or As-
sociate Attorney General, as appro-
priate. 

(a) In all cases in which the accept-
ance of a proposed offer in compromise 
would exceed the authority delegated 
by § 0.160, the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral concerned shall, when he is of the 
opinion that the proposed offer should 
be accepted, transmit his recommenda-
tion to that effect to the Deputy Attor-
ney General or the Associate Attorney 
General, as appropriate. 

(b) The Deputy Attorney General or 
the Associate Attorney General, as ap-
propriate, is authorized to exercise the 
settlement authority of the Attorney 
General as to all claims asserted by or 
against the United States. 

[Order No. 1958–95, 60 FR 15675, Mar. 27, 1995] 

§ 0.162 Offers which may be rejected 
by Assistant Attorneys General. 

Each Assistant Attorney General is 
authorized, with respect to matters as-
signed to his division or office, to re-
ject offers in compromise of any claims 
in behalf of the United States, or, in 
compromises or administrative actions 
to settle, against the United States, ex-

cept in those cases which come under 
§ 0.160(c)(2). 

[Order No. 423–69, 34 FR 20388, Dec. 31, 1969, as 
amended by Order No. 445–70, 35 FR 19397, 
Dec. 23, 1970; Order No. 960–81, 46 FR 52352, 
Oct. 27, 1981] 

§ 0.163 Approval by Solicitor General 
of action on compromise offers in 
certain cases. 

In any Supreme Court case the ac-
ceptance, recommendation of accept-
ance, or rejection, under § 0.160, § 0.161, 
or § 0.162, of a compromise offer by the 
Assistant Attorney General concerned, 
shall have the approval of the Solicitor 
General. In any case in which the So-
licitor General has authorized an ap-
peal to any other court, a compromise 
offer, or any other action, which would 
terminate the appeal, shall be accepted 
or acted upon by the Assistant Attor-
ney General concerned only upon ad-
vice from the Solicitor General that 
the principles of law involved do not 
require appellate review in that case. 

§ 0.164 Civil claims that may be closed 
by Assistant Attorneys General. 

Assistant Attorneys General are au-
thorized, with respect to matters as-
signed to their respective divisions, to 
close (other than by compromise or by 
entry of judgment) claims asserted by 
the United States in all cases in which 
they would have authority to accept 
offers in compromise of such claims 
under § 0.160(a), except: 

(a) When for any reason, the closing 
of a particular claim would, as a prac-
tical matter, control or adversely in-
fluence the disposition of other claims 
and the closing of all the claims taken 
together would exceed the authority 
delegated by this section; or 

(b) When the Assistant Attorney 
General concerned is of the opinion 
that because of a question of law or 
policy presented, or because of opposi-
tion to the proposed closing by the de-
partment or agency involved, or for 
any other reason, the proposed closing 
should receive the personal attention 
of the Attorney General, the Deputy 
Attorney General or the Associate At-
torney General, as appropriate. 

[Order No. 1958–95, 60 FR 15675, Mar. 27, 1995] 
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